BRINDLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 13 April 2026, at Brindle Community Hall, Water Street, Brindle, PR6 8NH

Present:	Councillor Darren Cranshaw, Chair
		Councillor Louise Croasdale, Vice Chair
		Councillor John Baldwin
Councillor Pauline McGovern
Councillor Bill Nelson
		Councillor Cath Singleton
			
In attendance: Dianne Scambler (Clerk)

156.	Apologies and announcements
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Jane Greenway, Barbara Robinson, and John Swann. Quoracy was confirmed.

157.	Disclosure of personal or prejudicial interests
Councillor Darren Cranshaw declared a personal interest in Items 6 and 7.

158.	Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 16 March 2026 were agreed as a true and correct record for signing by the Chair.

The Chair advised that all the actions agreed at the last meeting had been undertaken by the Clerk.

159. Adjournment: Public Participation Session

No members of the public were present.

The Chair advised the Council that Ampleforth had appointed Ingham Pinnock Associates to lead on future planning for St Joseph’s Church and the Parish Hall. They would engage with the Parish Council to gather views. Ampleforth had confirmed that they wish the Hall to continue in some form and have extended its use until 2027. They remain committed to progressing a split of the assets.

Sir Lindsay Hoyle continues to support the preservation of the Church as an historic site due to its connection with St Edmund; he has written to the Pope regarding this matter. The community group has begun work to register the Hall for charitable status, and progress to date is positive.

The graveyard remains a key issue, as it still contains available burial spaces and requires ongoing access for residents. Chorley Council has indicated they are not prepared to take responsibility for it in its current condition. In addition, the access road to the site is not adopted.

160. Police Liaison
No further updates had been received. The Clerk would renew efforts to encourage attendance at future meetings.

161. Brindle Community Hall
The Chair advised that the Cuckoo Walks would be taking place the following Saturday. Following a discussion around the publication of such events, the Clerk would look to link in with local groups in a bid to publish and circulate future events to council members.

162. Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) Report
None.

163. Chorley Borough Council/Lancashire County Council Update
Cllr McGovern, in her capacity as a Chorley Borough Councillor, provided an update on current Borough Council matters. He reported that preparations were underway for the forthcoming Borough Elections, with one third of seats due for election. He noted that Cllr Michelle Beach was seeking re‑election for the Clayton East and Brindle Ward, and that candidates were standing from the Labour, Conservative, Liberal Democrat, Reform and Green parties.
Cllr McGovern also reported that the Council’s new Food Waste scheme had now commenced in line with statutory requirements. A new depot has been established, a dedicated workforce recruited, and specially designed food‑waste collection vehicles procured. All collected food waste is sent to Lancashire County Council for processing via anaerobic digestion, producing two by‑products: biogas, which can be used to generate electricity, heat or vehicle fuel, and digestate, a nutrient‑rich fertiliser suitable for agricultural use.
164. Planning Reports
There were no planning reports to consider.

165. Parish Finance

(a) Accounts payable and income received.
The Council approved the following payments:

	Name/Organisation:
	Details:
	Amount:

	D Scambler
	Clerks’ salary – April 2026
	£650.00

	
	Mileage – February 2026
	£9.00

	HMRC
	Tax & NI contributions – April 2026
	£34.95

	Brindle Hall Committee
	Hire of Hall (April)
	£20.00

	Councillor D Cranshaw
	Reimbursements – planting at The Pound
	£174.02



The Council agreed the expenditure and noted the following:
· The changes relating to the Clerk’s salary and HMRC contributions were due to an adjustment in the tax code.
· The expenditure recorded for planting was taken from the £300 planting budget allocated for maintenance of The Pound.
	

The Council noted the bank balance as of 31 March 2026 as £21,142.85

The Council approved for the Clerk to contact the previous Clerk to request assistance in closing the former Co‑operative Bank accounts and transferring the remaining funds into the new Unity Bank account.

166. Environmental Issues and Concerns
The Clerk reported that a response had been received from the Office of the Member of Parliament regarding the ongoing flooding issues on Pippin Street. Lancashire County Council’s investigation had identified the cause as a faulty drainage system located on nearby private land. LCC has instructed the relevant landowner to address the drainage defects in accordance with their riparian responsibilities and advised that, should the landowner fail to act, legal enforcement will be pursued. LCC has given assurances that they will continue to work towards a swift resolution.
In addition, the Clerk advised that her report of the blocked gullies along the lane had been updated by the LCC Highways team, who confirmed that the gullies would be added to the cleansing maintenance schedule for Chorley. However, they noted that there is currently a significant backlog.
The Council also discussed the ongoing concerns regarding potholes throughout the Village, noting that the condition of the roads was continuing to deteriorate. It was acknowledged that this issue is widespread across Lancashire and has been raised in various forums with limited progress to date. The Chair and Clerk advised that they would continue to escalate concerns where possible to ensure that potholes within Brindle are addressed appropriately.
167. Parish Council Projects
The Clerk reported that she had recently met with Lindsey Blackstock, the lead for Neighbourhood Priorities, to discuss the Parish Council’s work on the Withnell Fold Circular project, which had been awarded a £2,000 grant. The Parish Council has worked extensively with the LCC Public Rights of Way team to repair footpaths and stiles along the route to improve accessibility. Recognising that the Council continues to carry out similar improvements across other parts of its footpath network, and that the grant funding was still being used appropriately, Ms Blackstock confirmed she was satisfied with progress and was content to sign off the project. The Clerk had provided an update and photographs to evidence the improvements.

In addition, the Clerk and Ms Blackstock intend to walk the route to consider the most effective options for signposting and promoting the Circular to the wider community.

The Council discussed the future ownership of The Pound and agreed that it was now an appropriate time to explore the legal process for establishing the Parish Council’s ownership. It was noted that the previous Clerk had undertaken extensive preliminary work on this matter, but that a period of continued maintenance and stewardship was required to evidence the Council’s long‑term commitment to the space. The Council was satisfied that sufficient time had now passed to demonstrate this ongoing responsibility and asked the Clerk to investigate the next steps in progressing legal ownership.

168. Appointment of Internal Auditor
The Council approved the appointment of Trevor Greenwood as Internal Auditor for 2025/26

169. Date of next meeting
Monday 11 May 2026, at Brindle Community Hall commencing at 7.30pm.
				

The meeting ended at 8.30pm
